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Take heed and do it; for there is no Iniquity with tie 
Lord our God, nor reſpect of Perſons, nor taking. off '\ + 
Gifts, This Admonition therefore, Let the E, 
_ of the Lord be upon you, is the Foundation of all the}. 
other Advice which that good Prince ve to his D = 

Judges. From whence I ſhall take Occaſion 0 

treat of This Vertue in its full Latitude; yet ſo as to 
have a particular View, ds it falls ia with other! 
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intruſted with the Adminiſtration of judgment of C 
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to be ſo well underſtood, as not to need any. And 
yet I have reaſon to believe, that how much ſoeyer 
it may be talked of, it is ill underſtood by ſome, 
and very little conſidered by others: And that This 
ay ſeem to be yulgar, 
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if it were otherwiſe; yet one and the ſame Truth 
may be variouſly repreſented, and: is capable of dif- 

' ferent Turns and Proſpects: And none deſerves to 
be ſet in every Light, more than This; which is ſo 
Atenſive in its Nature, and fo important in its 
In Diſcourſing upon it I ſhall proceed by this 
* natural, and therefore, I think, beſt 
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5 As to che Former; This Kaprofiga; The 2 
F God, is uſed by the Inſpired Writers in more 


Senſes han one. For it very often ſignifies the Whole 8 
if Religion, or the Habitual Courſe of a Holy Life. 
And then & muſt include all Vertues of what Karuye 


ſever; Whether they relate to God, our Neighbour, 


or Our Selves. And the reaſon of that way of 
ſpeaking is briefly this ; becauſe the Fear of God has 
ſuch an Influence upon Men's Manners, as to make 
Item habitually Vertuous and Holy; and fo, by 


a very common Metonymy, the Cauſe is put for 
Religious Life: Becauſe Thoſe Vertues are not only 


n ſingle Vertue that ever is, or properly can be 


perance, Chaſtity, and the like, (tho' Vertues ab- 


upon the reſt of our Actions. 
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more operative Nature, and have a n force | 
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or Fear commonly ſo called. And in a e — 
lates: to the Terrors of the. Lord, to his juſtice, his 
Vengeance, and. Threatnings. The Paſſion, of. Fear 
is an uneaſy Apprehenſion of ſome future and; 
contingent Evil.) And this general Notion, is in- 
volved in that particular one of Which we ate 
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ſaid to fear Cod; ; it is meant that we. fear the; 
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muſt-'do to decline and avoid them: Of this kind 


coming from God; whoſe earneft Defire it is that 
they may never be executed upon us; and the7 
are therefore threatned, that they may not be ex- 
ecuted. However, if His terrible Denunciations 
have not that Effect which He deſires; they will 
have that which we ſhall for ever lament. .. And 
this is that which ought to ſtrike Terror into us; 
which is the Paſſion of Fear, as it relates to thoſe 
Objects, the Puniſhments denounced. by God. The 
Vertue of it conſiſts in uſing ſuch Means as may ex- 
cite the Paſſion, and make it itrong and vigorous 
in our Minds; ſo as to influence our Lives, an 
determine our Courſe of Actions. This feems to 
be That in which the Moral Nature of it conſiſts: 
For the Dread of any Evil (of what kind ſo- 
ever) while it appears to us as ſuch, is not 
Morally Good; but: a Natural Paſſion implanted 
m us... „% 9 4 nn. +8 a Ha 
Indeed, the Nature of all Mental Vertues is 
much more difficult to be explained than Fhat of 
others. Becauſe Vertue being a Conformity of our 
Actions to ſome Law, thoſe. which terminate only 
in our Thoughts cannot be ſo eaſie to be appre- 
hended; ſince the Conformity of the Actions of 
our Minds to any Law 1s not ſo viſible and ex- 
plicit. Beſides, the Vertues of the Mind have 
generally ſom a Affinity either to the Paſſions, or 
io the Ads of the Underſtanding, in Sound at leaſt, 
if not in Senſe; and fo are apt to be confounded 
with them, or miſtaken for them. But notwith- 


ſtanding that, they. have evidently a Moral Nature, 


and depend upon the Will; Thęy conſiſt chiefly 
Conſideration or. Reflexion; and the oppolire 
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Vices, in the want of it. And the Things being 
voluntary, and in our on power, are capable of 
Praiſe or Blame, of Reward or Punihment. 

In this reſpe& then God is to be fearead, as He i; 
an Executor of Wrath pon every Soul of Man that doth 
Evil. © Behold Him inveſted with Omnipotence, 
and armed with irreſiſtible Power, able to conſume 
ns in a Moment, or make us Eternally Miſerable. 


And chen hear Him proteſting, and ſolemnly decla- 


ring, That He will in no wiſe clean the Guilty; That 
thoſe who deſpiſe His Forbearance and Long-ſuffering, 
fall drink of rhe bitter Cup ef His Indignation ; 
Mall for ever be excluded from His Preſence, and 
condemed to the Lake of Fire and Brimſtone prepared 
for the Devil and hes Angels OConſider Him as able 
to puniſh us with infinite Torments ;- and reſolved 
to do it, if we continue in our Sins; And who 
would net fear this Juſt, this Holy Lord God? 
But here it muſt be obſerved, That the Fear of 
God, in this ſtrict Senſe, is Two-fold: Both. ſorts 
Food ; but the one more perfect and excellent 


chan the other. The former pelonged chiefly. to 


the Moſaic Diſpenfation, - according to the Genius 
ef that Law : The Hitter chiefly to the Goſpel,; os 


the Law of Chriſt. The one is Servile ; the other 


Filial, This Diſtincton the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, 


* 


Rom. viii. 15. 8 ul receiubed the Spirit” of 


Bondage Again to Fe 


had received ſuch à Spirit, . 


0 Tear; but je have received the Spirit of 
Adoption, whereby we cry Abba Father. For he com- 
— 5 the Goſpel with the Law of Moſes, when ke 
LyS, We have not recerved the Spirit of Bandage again 
dre the Goſpel Men 


F Fear; intimating, that 


Bot Phat other, the Filial, is more moderate, 
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ant! accompany'd wirk Jes Unesſiheſs; boeseſe it 
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is joined with the Conſideration of God's Patlierly- i 
Kindneſs towards us. This belongs principally ta 


when we had received. the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we 


12 Abba Fathen, or which affured us that we were 
rhe / 


Sons of God; that ServileFear ceaſed, and the 
Fear of Him was.tempered with the Conſideration 
of his Paternal Love. But then all Fear did not, 


and ought not new to ceaſe : For Children are: 


obliged to Fear their Parents, who Puniſh and Cha- 


ſtiſe their Offending Sons; nay and finally Diſinheris 
thoſe who are Degenerate and'Rebelious. But the 


Fatherly Goodneſs of God, as manifeſted under the 
Goſpel more than under the Law, by which Servile 
Fear is changed into Filial, appears and conſiſts it 
This; that He has impoſed more eaſie Tasks upon us; 
if we conſider that he „ only Sincerity, not 
abſolute and unſinning Per 


conſidered under the moſt endearing Titles of Tender- 
neſs and Affection. I do not mention (as ſome do) 
his propoſing far more great and precious Promiſes 


to encourage our Obedience; becauſe it is as true, 
on the other hand, that Eternal Damnation is as 


much threatned, as Eternal Life promiſed. But in 
thoſe other Inſtances God's Paternal Goodneſs 4s ma- 
nifeſted, and inſiſted upon under the Goſpel far 
more than under the Law. Upon which Accounts 


the Moſaic Diſpenſation has been called the Law & 
Far; and the Goſpel, the Lam of Love. Some Occaſion 
for Which Diſtinction might be given even by the 


different manner in which thoſe LAND were origi- 
nally promulged : The latter heing recommended to 
che World with all the Circumſtances of Mercy and 
— D 5 C2 f Good- 


e ANC ction; ailiſts us with the 
Grace of his Holy Spirit; pardons our Faults upon 
Repentance, receives us into Favour, and loves to be 
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Ssodneßß; whereas the former vas delivered in 
Thunder and Lightning, with t), und of a Trum- 
pet, from a Mountain trembling,” and covered with 
„ „ ie and Smoke, According to that De. 
be, an 1. ſcript ion of the Apoſtle; Je are not come 
13, 20, 21. 8 5 : | ; : bg Ns 1 
1 umi the Mouiii that burned with Fire, 1 or 
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- | anto Blackneſs, and  Dareneſs and "Tempeſt : And the 


Sound of the Trumpet, and the Voice of Words ; which 
when they that heard, entreated that the Word ſhould not 
te ſpoken to tim any more. For they cauld not endure that 
mich was commanded ; and if ſo mach.as a Beaſt touched 
the Mountain it fall: be ſtaned, or thruſt through with a 
Dart. And ſo terrible was the fight, that Moſes ſaid, 
T ex:eedingly fear and quake, Not but that according 
to the Eternal an Unzhangeable Nature of Things, 
God is at all Times, and under all Diſpenſations, to 

he equally feared, and equally loved; as He himſelf 
always equally hates Sin, and is equally good and I. 
beneficial to his Creatures. But then according to 
the gradual Manifeſtations which He was pleaſed to 
make of Himſelf, and the different Diſpoſitions of 
Thoſe to whom He made tkzm ; He thought fit at 
firſt to diſplay lefs. of his Love to that obſtinate, 
| ſitt-necked, and diſingenuous People the Jews, than 
afterwards under the Goſpel to all Mankind, Agree- 
ably to this Qbſeryation it is remarkable; that as 
the Evangelical Oeconomy approached, his Terrors 
Were more and more tempered with his Goodneſs; 
there being in the Prophetical Writings very many 


| ; _ Expreſſions of the utmoſt Kindneſs and Affection. | 


Tx is this Servile port runs; the Apoſtle ſeems to 
85 Ieh. tr, 15. eth 7047 Fear, * 'T at he means this, aps 
pears as well from the following. Clauſe, for Fear 
hath Torment - 25 from hence, that no ather can he Wi 
—_ T- "intended || 
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Apoſtle in the ſame Verſe, He thut ap it nt 
made perfect in Love; and on the Rev. 


kind of it; this being contrary to Scripture, to Rea- 
on, and to Experience. We are in the Goſpel 
| commanded: both to love Him, and to fear: Him; 
vhich ſufficiently proves that we may do both; 
I becauſe God never commands what is impoſſible to 
Ibe performed. We may ſtand in Dread of His 
IThreatnings and Vengeance which He defires'tnay 
never be executed; and yet at the fame time entirely: 
Jove Him, not the leaſt degree of Hate being mixe 
With our Fear. Becauſe we know Him infinitely. 
Gaod and Gracious ; and every the Puniſhments He 
oflicts proceed not from His chat they ſhould 
e inflicted; but from the Eternal Reaſons of Things, 
nd the Eſſential Repugnancy of His Nature to what» _ 
ver is Wicked and Unholy. And ſtill this, above 
all things, muſt be carefully remembred by us; That, 
Fowever the Love of God abounds towards us in 
he Goſpel; if we finally diſobey its Precepts, 
zuilt is the more grievous, and our Condemnation 
eee 3 jp | by „ * E 
Having thus diſpatched the former part of my 
Firſt. general Head, ſhewa what is mean? by 
71.8 hg 5 „ Karing 
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fearing God, and how much that Duty implies; 1 
come now to the latter, to ſhew when, and ig 
what Inftances we Sin againſt it. Now here, as 
it happens in moſt caſes, there are Vices on tha 
Right Hand, and on the Left, in defect and in 
excels. We Sin againſt this Duty in the former reſpedt, 
21. By not fearing God, at all, or at leaſt ſo 
little. as to be no better for it. Some are arrived 
to ſuch a Height of Irreligion, that (as the 
Pſalmuft Ba! it) they | have no fear of God be. 
fore their Eyes; they are become ſo ſtupid and 
ſenſeleſs, and ſo harden'd in Wickedneſs, that 
they have thrown of all reſtraints ariſing from 
the Conſideration of the Divine Nature, have 
abandoned all Fear as well as Shame, and caſt then; 
Laws. of God behind their Backs. His Threat- 
nings excite no Terror in them; his Power, Majeſty, 
and Authority no Reverence. Tho? it is to be 
hoped there are but few| among us who are 6... 
very wicked as not to fear God at all; yet ie 
| _ 15 too certain that there fre eat Numbers who 50 


gome near it, and fear Him but very little. 80 Lo 
hetle, that it ſignifies nothing, and has no effect upon D 


1 their Lives : Which cannot proceed from any thing : 
but the mol inte able Dareleſneſs and Neglect, 


from want of Conſideration, and making uſe of the. 
Powers which God has given them. J 
2. We offend againſt this Duty on the defective of. 
fide ſtill by fearing Men more than God, and break- 
ing the Laws of the latter to avoid diſobliging the 
former. When we obey Men rather than God, ot 
arè deter'd from our Duty to Him by their frown 
and menaces ; it is plain we fear themꝭ more tha! 
WM do Him; which is a very great Inſtance 00 the 

againſt the Duty av hich I am diſcourſin the 


am 
the 
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by 
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atem in their groſs Idolatry, and make them a Golden 
alf to-be'Wor inſtead ot the God who'b 
em out of tlie Land of Ent. This likewiHe 
was St. Peter's Sim wo dend his Lord: und 
Maſter for fear of the Jems. And that Man muſt 


chargeable only upon Thoſe who have no Princes 
Alles of Religion,” and: will comply with a 
veſor do any Thing to ſerve oth baſe 
this Wor but ſometimes uren Men of 
1 and in other reſpebts of good ow 
| this too they te) 
2 fddain Supprize, 7 hin: 
end call in Religion o thelr Aſſiſtance: hut bY 
nope: for ſome body aboye them, or Dreadcof 
"Foinebody more powerful than theinfelves, they ate 
lrequently prevailed upon to act contrary to their 
"Duty, even when the have ſuffielent leiſure for 


Thought and Deliberation. : Nay ſometimes, Wen 
"FIthey have nothing to be afraid of, but the face f 


Men, and no uneaſineſs to undergo but that of con- 


"Jo, had they attained ' to a Habie of the Vertue 
mm recommending ; and did they fear God more, 
they would certa inly- fear Men leſs.”' But the Miſchief 
by z they-are often Criminal in - this reſpect, 5 atid 
don't know it; which' indeed is their own fault 
and therefore does not excuſe them. Fo ould 
they Sift and Examine 'thetnſelyes to the-Bortom, 
_ would diſeover the holloWneſd df their Hearts, 
the Deceitfulneſs of that * which: ys 


. when by abs Afreremt 
of the ſtaelites He was prevailed: upon to-encourage = 


rouphe 


gehe very little acqua inted wich the World, 0 
Idoes not know At imces in abunda mice of this na- 
ture from his on Odſer vation. Nor is this fault 
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dio wrong a Biaſs upon their Actions. Not that fuck 
=” «Perſons as theis: would probably be urged by the 
| Frowns and Threats of Men to do an Action horridly 
and flamingly Wicked; in that caſe it is likely the 
Fear of God would get the better; and they would 
perhaps even Die, rather than commit a Sin of ſuch zl 
nature. Becauſe the Guilt is ſo black, and ſo glaringly 
manifeſt, that the Principles of Religion would im. 
mediately recoil; They would ſtart with Abhor. 
rence at the firſt Propoſal; and, tho' with trem. 
bling and reluctancy, would encounter all Oppo- 
ſers rather than comply with it. But in matters of 
les Conſequencè (tho they may be conſiderable 
too) the Threats of Men ſo far prevail upon them 
that they do many unwarrantable things againſt 
their Conſciences; at leaſt (which is not much bet. 
ter) they ſtand ſtill, when their Duty calls them 
to Action. Becauſe in this caſe the Guilt not be 
ing ſo great nor ſo apparent, and the Terrors o 

Men being very ſtrong upon them, Religion wil 
| mate eaſily give way; they can form more plauſibl: 
1 Pretences to deceive themſelves, and prevaricate 
with, their own Souls: they can more readily in- 
vent Salvo's to quiet their Conſciences ; and off. 

ide inſenſibly from one ſmall fault to another, or 
from a . ſmall one to a great one, till at laſt upon 
the Whale the Guilt comes to be very conſiderable. 
This vicious Fear in Perſons of good Diſpoſitions 
can proceed from nothing but a daſtardly Spirit 
and a timerous Conſtitution: which (if we be not 
very careful) will often he too hard for Reaſonf 
zud Religion. , ardent 26 
In Exceſs we Sin againſt this Duty by Seperſtition 
Vhich conſiſts partly in having a conſtant and dily 
mal Hotrour, upon. our Minds proceeding; * | 
— On: 
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3 3 of God's Juſtice ol 6 eren 


in | thoſe caſes where he really has threatned. 


terrible Denunciations againſt Sing. as to make 
themſelves miſerable, and always labouring 

| under dreadful Apprebenſions. But this is a 
reat fault. We ought to fear God; but to 
na Him as 2 Father, not as a Tyrant, This 
proceeds from Men's conſidering only one ſide of 
things: I hey let their Thoughts dwell upon His 
vindictive. Juſtice ; but __ no notice of His 
infinite. Loving-kindneſs: They territy themſelves 
with His Threatniags and Puniſhments; but N 
His Promiſes and Rewards. This perverts the very 
end of Religion; Which was not deſigned to he 4 


We muſt not therefore run into this Extreme, 
and make our Fear of God extinguiſh our Love of 
Him; though on the contrary we 9 not (as tao 
many do) think only upon His Mercy and Good- 
neſs, and negle& His Terrors and Vengeance. As 
there are Gora! Vertues —_ to 1 He is 
to be conſidered in ſeveral Reſpects; He is to be 
feared, as an Avenger and a Puniſher of all im- 
penitent Sinners: and to be loved, as He wills and 
deſires that no Sinner would be impenitent ; as He 
is a moſt 1 Father, and a God of infinite 


— 


Boundaries, which Religion and Prudence. ſuffi- 
* was 6 preſcribe... 


any degree, in Caſes Where He has not at all 


1 aria: | This i the faule. of thoſe who aro 
he 


n- 


4 


Torment to us, but a Comfort and Refreſhment. 


Mercy, Goodneſs, and Long-ſuffering. One Ver- 
tue is not in its nature ingonſiſtent with another; 
but they have all their proper Objects, Limits, and 


Another Branch of Superſtition is to fear God 


full 


Some there are who ſo fill their Minds with His 1 
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full of unneceſſary. Scruples about fmall and indif- 
ferent Matters; who carefully abſtain from Actions 
which are by no means forbidden,” or perplex them. 
ſelves with Sorrow and Repentance for not abſtain- « 
ing from them; who deny themſelves many things 
which Religion allows, and ſuppoſe every thing to be 
unlawful'which the Scripture ſays nothing of. Thi 
is what is commonly called Superſtition ;" which tho” it is 
of a moſt malignant Influence, | and does as much Pre- 
judice to Religion as can be well imagined, yet it gene- 
rally proceeds rather from Weakneſs of Judgment than 
Per verſeneſs of Will; and thoſe to whom it belongs are 
not ſo much to be blamed, as to be pitied. Good and 
pious Perſons are often too Scrupulous: But ſince in 
them it proceeds from no vicious Principle, it is ra- 
ther their Misfortune than their Fault. But certain- 
ly Thoſe are greatly to be blamed who make it their 
buſineſs to propagate Superſtition, and impoſe it on 
. Others upon pain of Damnation: A Crime which 
is juſtly. chargeable upon Some, whoſe Religion in 
a great meaſure conſiſts in commanding Fhat which 
God never commanded, and forbidding what He has 
not forbidden: They condemn innocent Recreations 
and Amuſements as abfolutely unlawful ; nothing 
with Them is Vertuous, but what is ſour and pre- 
ciſe. And becauſe Theſe Injunctions are altogether 
of their own making; They are far more zealous 
for them than for real Duty, and the Subſtantials of 
Religion; and had rather you ſhould break two of 
God's Commands, than one | of Theirs. It is an 
unſpeakable Prejudice which | ſuch Docrines and 
Practices do to Chriſttanity : They diſtract Peoples 
Minds with' endleſs Perplexittes, hamper and en- 
tangle them with unneceſſary Doubts of Conſcience, 
ang make Religion a Burthep to them. In oo 
n © | Two 


Two, Inſtances therefore which I have mentione& 


Folly, and pernicious Tendency,' © 14h 
It is plainly the moſt rational thing in the world 
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Superſtition conſiſts, viz. in Fearing God at all; 
when He has not threatned; and Fearing Him 


with an undueq Horror, even when He has. 
I 'have now/ gone through my Fir General Head, 
and ſhewn whats meant by Fearing God, how: much 


that Duty implies, and when or in what Inſtances We 


Sin againſt it. I proceed to the Second; vi. 


II. To lay down ome Motives to this Vertue, 
from the Reaſonableneſs, good Conſequences, ' and 


happy: Influence. of it; and Diſſuaſives from the 


oppolite Vices, drawn from their Unreaſonableneſs, 


. 0 — 


that God ſhould be Feared, and that above all other 4 
Beings, Our Fear ought to be proportioned to its 
Object; and therefore this ought to be in the high- 


eſt degree, ſo that no other ſtand in competition 
with it: God being of infinite Power, Majeſty, 


Greatneſs, and Authority, and his Threatnings, Ven- | 


geance, and vindictive Juſtice being moſt dreadful; 
O dreadful, that were not his Love infinite likewiſe, 


and did it not cauſe Him to be Loved by Us; the 


Fear of God would juſtly be a moſt uneaſie and tor» . 
menting Apprehenſion. And now this being ſo 


reaſonable, the - contrary muſt needs be moſt wray 


tional. But *tis idle to preſs ſo groſs an Abſurdity 


with Arguments: All that we need do, is to lay it. 


before, our Eyes, and take notice that jt can proceed 


from nothing but the moſt exquiſite Stupidity and 


Perverſeneſs. Would Men but think, and reflect; 
they could not but Fear God. I ſhall therefore ſay 


no more of the Unreaſonableneſs of not Fearing 
Him at all; but conſider a little more particularly 
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the Guilt and Folly of Fearing Men more than Him, the 
8 at 


and committing Sin out of ſuch a Principle. 
_ Thoſe are guilty of the Fault I mean; who being 
| ſwayed by the Reverence and Reſpect they have 
conceived for any Perſons whatſoever, or terrified 
by their Frowns and Threatnings, are prevailed upon Wo 
to diſobey the Divine Laws, and poſt- pone the Fear 
of God to that of Men. How great the Folly and 
Guilt of this is, we may be ſoon ſatisfied: For what 
can be more fooliſh than to provoke one of greater 
power, to avoid difobliging one of leſs? Were the 
compariſon only between Man and Man, this would 
be eſteemed moſt imprudent. And ſince it is be- 
tween God and Man, the Folly ſure is much more IV. 
inexcuſable. Indeed it is ſo inexcuſable, and the fur 
diſtance between the Creator and his Creatures ſo flof 
vaſtly great, that it is almoſt abſurd to come to any I»; 
compariſon. A Man placed above us, and inveſted I 
with Power and Authority may brow-beat and diſ- bo 
. cquntenance us: He may diftreſs'us1n our Fortunes, Ith 
or cramp us in our Privileges ; may hinder us from Fr 
the Good Things of this World which we have not, IR 
or deprive us of Thoſe which we have: Nay he of 
may reduce us to the extremeſt Poverty and Con- to 
tempt, and (to come to the utmoſt which he can JF 
do) may take away our Lives with Infamy and I 
Tortures. This is the Sum of all the Injuries which 10 
Human Power can inflict. And what is the worſt Þ» 
of them to the leaſt of Evils inflicted upon us by IF» 
an angry and jealous God? who is armed with un- . Jo 
limited and irreſiſtible Might, can pour final De- Fi 
ſtruction upon us in a moment, ſpeak us into No- II. 
; 
( 


thing, or make us infinitely miſerable ? What are 
the hard Looks of Men, to the inſupportable Coun- 
tenance of an avenging God? | If we I 


* 
1 4 


124. | 
heir Menices now, how: ſhall we best l reno 
at the Day of Judgment? What are the | 


and Maker? What is the los of an Eltate, to the 


Jos of Heaven; ; the moſt exquiſite Torments that. 


we can feel in this World, to the Plagues and Hor- - 
ror of the next; to unutterable Anguiſh of Soul and 
Body. eternally, to final Damnation, to everlaſting 
zurnings? In a word, Suppoſe the greateſt Power 
that any Mortal is capable of exerciſing ; it is finite 
fill, and the worſt that-it can do is tolerable : But 
the Power of God is infinite; And Omaipotent 


Vengeance who can bear? To be ſhort, We need 
urge no more to ſhew this Folly, than that Adeice | 


of our Bleſſed Saviour, Fear not hem 
phich kill the Body, but are not able to kill 
the Soul : but rather fear Him which is able to deſtroy 


hreatnings of Man, whoſe Breath is in his 09 | 
to the rho Denunciations of our Almighty Lord 


\ 


Matth. NX. 28. 8 EE | 


both Soul and Body in Hell, To which we may add 


that of the Prophet, - Fear h)e not the Re- 1 
jroach of Men, neither be afraid of their: N 

Revilings, For what can be a greater A font 
offered to the ineffable Majeſty of Heaven, than 
to fear the Work of His Hands more than Him- 
ſelf, and obey Their Commands rather than 


His Can we think that God, who is infinitely je- 


lous of his Honour, will ever pardon ſuch Impiety 8 


without the ſevereſt Repentance ? Shall we thus pro- 


vote Him to Fealouſy ? Are we ſtronger than He? On: - | 
our own Power, or That of Thoſe whom» we fear 


more than Him, fave us from His Vengeance? 
If it cannot, (as moſt ſurely it cannot) we are 


guilty of the moſt deſperate Folly, while we act in 
this manner; while we are terrified by our Fellow- 


Crontungs WO are the ſame 18 Earth, the ſame 
wretched | 


wretched Duſt and Aſhes with our Selves, mort 
than by the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, whg 
made both us and them. I ſhall conclude this Point 
„ „ „With that of the Prophet, Who art Thou 
buns 15 0 that Thou ſbouldſt be afraid of 4 Man that 
Pall die, and of the Son of Man which ſhall be made a 
. Graſs ;; and forgetteſt the Lord thy Maker, who: hath 
ſretched forth the Heavens, and laid the foundations of 
the Earth? and haſt > Cone continually every day, 777 
of the fury of the Oppreſſor, as if he were ready to de. 
ſtroy? And where is the fury of the Oppreſſor? 
Having thus conſidered the Reaſonableneſs of the 
Fear of God, and the Folly and Abſurdity of the con. 
trary Vices; I come now to point out ſome of the 
good Conſequences or happy Efeits of the former, 
and the pernicious Tendency of the latter. 


. Firſt then, The Fear of God has a- mighty 
Efficacy to make us Religious. This has — 
hinted at before, but I ſhall here in its proper place 
à little more particularly conſider it. Indeed this 
holy Fear has ſuch an Influence upon our Lives, 
that it is impoſſible we ſhould he Vicious with it, 
or Religious without it. Nor is it any Argument, 
on the contrary, that in fact the generality of Man- 
kind are wicked, and yet it is not to be conceiv'd 
they ſhould be fo ſottiſſi and loſt to common 
_ Reaſon as not to fear God, | For though it is not to 
be -imagined that the greater part of them ſhould 
be wholly void of thoſe Impreſſions; yet it is cer- 
_ tain that they have but very faint ones, and the 
' conſideration of God's Attributes has but little 
Ae upon their Minds. And that it is ſo, appears 
from the very thing which is here obſerved; viz. 
that their Lives are not anſweraþle to their Pro, 
* 5 „%% ĩð ò 
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Bon, For did They fear God as they ouglit, the 
could not live as They do. And that in this we 
Inay not ſeéem to 1 on the thing to be 
Ore proved; if this Matter does require Proof; let the _ 
vho nature of the. Paſſion of Fear be confidered, 'and ' 
15 the Influence it has upon us in other Inſtances. 
| * Let Experience and Obſervation ſpeak in this caſe, 
and the Point will ſoon be decided. Are not alt 
Men ſollicitous about their own Preſervation; and | 
do they not carefully avoid whatever they think 
ends to their Ruin and Deſtruction? As a Con- 
uf ſequence of this, do they not labour to pleaſe and 
"Fobey thoſe whom. they are afraid of 35 Who, they 
the know are able to puniſh them, and infallibly will 
on. do it, if they prove diſobedient? And does not the 
performance of their Duty proportionably riſe, 
or ſink, as this Fear increaſes or abates? It is true 
indeed they ſometimes may do amiſs, and contra- 
Ii to the Commands of the Perſon they ſtand in 
„I dread of; but do they not carefully endeavour to 
WY conceal thoſe Actions from Him, and keep them 
eu from His Knowledge? Would they break His Laws 
I before His Face, and act directly contrary to His Will 
in His Preſence; | when they know He ſees and 
i bos on? All theſe and the like Queſtions muſt be 
_ 'Frefolved in the Negative. And if no Man would pro- 
Y teed in this manner towards his Father, his Maſter, 
or his Prince, for this reaſon becauſe He fears Him; 
on hen He does proceed thus towards God, is it not 
ro anifeſt that He does not fear Him ? And 15 it not 
evident that if He did, He would act quite other- 
wiſe? To go a degree lower; if a Man has but a 
nel profound Reverence and Reſpect for another, 
though that other has no Right or Power to puniſh 
Him; He will be always ready to be guided and 
5 „%%% nds 5 directed | 
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upon us in our Behaviour towards Men, would 
they not have the ſame in our Behaviour toward 
God? Did we fear Him as much as we do Them 
ſhould we not be equally careful to pleaſe Him, ty 
ſerve Him, and obey Him? And did we fear Him 
more than any other Being, (as we ought to do) 


{ſhould We not obey Hi rather than any other 
Being? The laſt remarkable Advice which the 


Wide Man gives in his Book of Esccle. 
Chap. xii.  fraftes, is this: Let us hear the Concluſion 
WF ' the whole Matter; Fear God, and keep 
' His Commandments, Implying, that the Fear of God 
is the Fore-runner of our Obedience ; and if we do 
but fear Him, we cannot but keep his Command. 
ments. Had we this Religious Awe conſtantly 
upon our Minds, how could it be poſſible that we 
ſhould dare to offend Him? Whenever a Tempta- 
tion preſented it ſelf, we ſhould ſend it away with 
that Expoſtulation of Joſeph, How can I do this greai 
 Witkedneſs, and ſin againſt God? Can I dare to pro- 


voke à Being of Incomprehenſible Majeſty and 
Greatneſs, of Irreſiſtible Power, and Uncontroulable I., 
Authority? A Being upon whom I depend for every n 


Momeat of my Life; who| firſt made me Some- 


thing, and when He pleaſes can make me Nothing, , 


or (which is far worſe) can make me eternally 


habitual to us, we could not be otherwiſe than Re- 


ligious. Nor ſhould we content our ſelves with aff 
formal, outſide, faſhionable Piety ; and only take 


care to avoid baſe and diſhonourable Actions when 
| 1. 3 we 
5 Los 


whatſoever is grateful and pleaſing to Him. Ang 
ſince Dread and Reverence have ſuch an-Influence 
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Miſerable; and who certainly will do it, if T con- r 
- tinueIrreclaimable ? Were ſuch Thoughts as theſe 
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6 Mei Guard pn our Thouglies bs 4 


Y ARions. > Becauſe) we ſhould confi &v that cee 
f e fear fs! reſent Wikg us at all Times, and; in*#f i 
lo) Places j"atid'all things ave pes: and noted to be Eyes 

h of ' Himiwith whom we had tõ dv. Therefore" ede 
ere act; We act beſdre His Face Ad confequents 


_ Lin whar Place; % 2rwhar Time [over we fe 


4% n, u are guilty" of che" gage Pony and Mads 


es (only: much wWorſe); which that Man would' 


ade chargeable withz who ſhould' dg an Action in the 


; 0 Reſencele his Prince for which He would be lia- 
e tobe puniſhed wich Death. Did this Fear there 
fire: prevail in tlie World ; We ſhould quickly ſee 
Religion lift up its Head, and in a little time 
flouriſh and triumph.“ All that” birefliced: Lewd- 


and Inſolence of Wickedneſs, which now increa 

among us, would Toon fink and abate; and not only 
ſo but Sins of leſs note would be deſtroyed ;. even 
lone and in private Men would be vertuous 


confiderable Degree, They would not provoke” 


5 oe. ne fog hey would not provoke Him at 
i * gn that Awe and Reverence for Him 


rhich his Infinite Perfections demand, we ſhould 
no more hear his adorable Name profaned with 
uch Borrid Oaths and Diabolical Curſes ; ſhould no 
ons er ſee his Day and his Houſe, unhallowed, his 
beſf Servants abuſed, and his Holy Religion ridiculed.” 
The: ſenſeleſs Pretenders to Wit! would no longer 


89155 "their" a” ca __ rhing tlrat is 
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pon out ſelves -in"private' as epa a Ter + | 


neſs! and Debauchery, that domineering marie; 


and Holy. In. a Word, did they fear God in any 


ſerious 


| — eſe as - they do; and did They fear Him | 
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Breeding to he eminently 
| ae 
that they act for God; that Thoſe; who are. Judges 


Thoſe upon Which they he. : Inferiour Subject 
Would, 
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cred and igviglable; All Men would tremhle at 
1 Ab 1755 Thoughts. of Perj ent dare tg pro. 


1 gh kold 5  guiltleſs' that 10 
20 by 
tek Name,| in, vain, 


| Afairs; but pes himſsfa/lpaſe-in all furt of Vite 


pal. Motive. to.che.Perfarmapoe of this Duty; with; 
. out; the Fear of, God we:c: aue be: Religiqus, and 
With, it tis im 


Circumſtances: of, Danger an - 'Diffic 


Gant acres nor would 
' Bortune think it an Inſt anche) 


* Wiekes Wich ve 
eb "avid: | 


to Publick AWM, al 


muſt be one Day. Judzed- themſelves, "and 
and before a fr. rs hens Sead Tribunal than 


e . * * the 


as 
15 Ged; 455 the 
rehſt, Ack? receive i $0, themſelues (Dayration.. Elie Re- 


verence of. an, Oath, the main Hinge: upon Which 
all, Judigial Proceedings, muſk: er turn, would: be fh. 


ng 6. Who will 
nl ys en re 
o bigh: Importance 
Thereas on the. other 
He: that is. Voigt of this Fear has/no.- manner 
:Beſtraint, upon him either in, Frivate or Publick 


he; Name! of That a; 
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and ,Wickednels., Let this t. erefore he the princi- 


ible; We; d JM be: otherwiſe: | . 
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Qualification;muff; of Neceſlity. be — 
vantagious to us, in ſuch Cireumſtances, Which. 
apt to keep, s firm, ti UC and, confjant. in the 
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Truth is, He that fears God às He ought 
will fear Nobody ielſe; encept Theſe” Won 
mit tolin Sabordination to 


in- their cooler Reflozions are {enfible that 
q ouphe- ' principally & be fe feared by” 


1 nf 

Wallis uf our: — And to produce this n 
che Fear of God Has u most powerful Influence. 
When our Minds are once throt — 7 k 
with it, it will be the ſwayi g Principle in 
controul all our Faculties; ſo 
Actions to one fixed Rule and Standard; 281 ks 

in us an invincible Reſolution never to ſwerve from 
it upon any Oonſideration Whatſbever-. X Mat 
thus quali ed has but one plain Way before Him; 
He a ways acts according to His Cönſeienee; HE 
is to obey God rather than Men; and let whit 5 
will happen, He dares not, He will not dé others 

wiſe. Upon this Principle He ſticks to his Duty); 
and is neither inveigled by Flatteries and Promiſe 
nor terkifiecd by Threats and eee Tie 
to as, 
Goc 


commands Him t6-: 
Himſelf. S0 thar this Fear mäkes a Man Valiatit; 
and the want of it makes Him: a Coward. "If true . 
Courage conſiſts (as it certain) do ) in acting 
vigoroufly, and fy ering c . 1 toe the BEE & 
one's Duty and Conſeien cette. 

It may perhaps be ſaid, Gar the undes Pear & | 


| Men does not Always proceed from want of the due 


Fear of God; but a Perſon of a timerous Coin- 
plexion may fear God as He eught 60 de, and oe 


AKand in dread or His Fellow Creatures, But th 
anfwer is 


y; There are indeed ſbme eben Re. 
ious s of ſo unhappy a Make as to be aftaid 
s almoſt every thing; s er Habitually an 


them. But not · 
withitaading this, wien Pfiey break His Chis 
mans, "and aQ To their W at tlie 


My  ApprehenGon-gf,; 8 Eulen c at 
then, at that time They do not fear God, 4 a8 
ought to do, hut tlie Ferro H Men prevail 
. 9 At other times ind ech and in otheri mate 
5 they. may; have a Gus Dread of >the Majeſty. i 
— 2 — f God; nay. they may xun into the EA 
5 of. it, and. nder h POD: C duperſtttion⸗ Soithat (in | 
different reſp Ds Man ay tear Him too much 
ang yet not enough. Howe web ig the Caſes above. 
mentioned: i, is plain chey are-terrified. by, Nich 
more than; by Gad, and Sin- Aggainſt the Dury3o# 
. ils urſing. 4:29 TED 2B SQ Sf HW: 
ay A gn bet enc ired;i how it comes to 
70 at Per ſons of,ailow. 4220 Aaſtardl y Temper 
a by their :wery Canftitations'1i inclignd: to tear: 
above all others ? Sine that: Paſſion has ſuch 
an Algendant. 'over them, whyzis irnor.naturaly 
referred. 1 1 it's ire: dire bje&? And ſinceeom- 
mon ſeaſe tells us that God is] moſt to be feared; fl 
how - happens hat this - not ſo by. theſe i very 
Mes. if; it, were far.;no.othe Reaſon: than -becauſe 
{are naturally. timerous? To this likewiſerhe 
375 wer is obvious; that th q ugh, God is always : 
ſent with us, yet He is inviſible; His Threatnings 
were gdenounced long ſince, and nis Puniſhments 
are future and at a dittance. Upon which Accounts 
we cannot without Reaſon and Thinking fix his 
e bel Hearts; and without this bis Terrors 
led ftcike ſo forcibly upon. zus; as thoſe of Men; 
ot 1 are. ſtrongly, Tepreſen ed to Our: Senſes, and 
cauſe a violent Emotion in the Blood and Spirits. 
aste the one is a. rational, and the other a con- 
| ſtrrational Fear; and which of. theſe. is the likelier 
rind «Bag if we be ot vary! careful. is not 
9 Met to determine. ige e bes 
e 8 This 
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Hakes uss firm and iſte 4 e Potrilantergh 3 
ur Duty, An ſecures Rafi chen re. it 
ty aſpires Valour — intof ser Wir 
i ſeem rang e if werruly confider fr. For Bed 
in Þ E are by noi ftiuns intogſiſtent; d. | 
watdife wich is pete Cure erh and che „ 
1: COWandiſe ſu es Fear et it E not © on H 
ererſe. Some Things there are wHιEꝭ,jBüů a Met - 
. to fear, hud ſome hi. all Men b fdr; uh 
wi greateſt Heroes art not, and oughtinot- to be 
xceptet/'' For true Valour bpnliltn f ene 8 
it fop perable Dangers; in being »yigorouſly* ative 
wh teſt ſve in'the'DefenesoÞfaigped Canſe} ? 
and for the Teſtimony of ia 5 — ence. An 
this Notion is far from excluding alb forts of Fear? 
It is irreconcilable indeed Wundt Dread of tlioſe 
very Dangers, at leaſt with ſuch a Ks 
will deter us from confronting them and doing our 
Duty: For this is properly Cowardile; with which 
Courage as undoubtedly/ incbnſiſtent. Bur will Fuel 
2 Man as I have above deſeribed be afraid of 
Nothing? Not of the Reproach and Infamy of 
Diſhondurable Actions? Not of Offending Cod, and 
ts being Puniſhed by Him? © Certainly the Cliaracter 
is given of Him fuppoſes no ſuch Fearleſneſs as This; 
s [which is no more Courage in Thought, than to run 
; Iheadlong into unneceſſar «Dangers' is Courage in 
d Action; but the one is Folly, as the other is Raſhneſs. 
5. He: that is not afraid to offend One that has an Au- 
= thority and a Power over him, is a Madman nor 
r fa A and gives as little Proof of his Cou- 
t rage as he does of his Underſtanding. The Fear 


% of n thereora'? is ſo far from being n . 
5 With 
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with eme Velour, e * un- 
dation of it; ſigge it is che Gauſe of Relgien, upon 
FPhich all dne Valour:is b Alt ant ſuppotted. 
1 Wan denden the Real un g of thoſe who would 
—  Hfiauatethat:this Religious Temper is an Argument 
of 9; mean Spirit, and wabecoming ning» Manuf Hs 
pur, and Greatneſs of Soul. St dt 2 
to oonſider the adorable Perfect 
Bower of the Being who: —— and His * — 
Diſtance from us; this Talk, which argues them 
is 1 be Blaſterers not Herdes, would ——— 
bo : vaniſh. The Truth is, they themſelves are thy 
baſeſt of Mankind; and in their vicious Courſes 
ſhaw * Linleveſs of Spirit, while they condeſceni 
te che vilelt Actions, and the moſt unimanly Sub. 
Hiſſions, Whereas: the ;F any rey condemn are 
wad tar Coun Magnani ; both chelr Fear 
| . Truck and { Reaſon 
I 7 i dds 


þ--— 8 world of Trout e 2 5 Uneaünesd —_ 
the want of it unavoidabh occaſions. "This reſults 
from-the former Obſervati Dn, and 1 is no other than! 
4 Conſequenge of it. Fo he that is awed by the 
Terrors of Men, and does not with Bravery and 
Reſolution ſtick to the 1 ee gular and conſtant Per- 
| formance of his Duty, (+ ad 1 have ſhewn he can 


pet do it without the Qualification I am difcourſing 
e him in 
ſcttled 


of )- 5! put to great Shifts) which inta 
infmite Diſquiets, „Being 1 of :'t 
Principle, Which would r his A ions pawns 
and bis Way plain 3 mg he is now toſſed from 
one thing — another, in perpetual Doubt and Un-. 
f 1 n thee: [tens _—_ if he acts thus 

1 Way; 
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FT, But worſs chan aln te arw this oF 

Vexations: and Inquierades ariſing from x AH :-+M 
Conſtienco ;; which-with concinually-be-wlling bs 
that he has not done his: Duty, anch up _ ll 
with thei Falſeneſs of his deceitſul mb . - 2 
mind him That God ſeexatiehie Tugnis Ts —_— 

ings of His Sonb; all thoſe crooked Thoughts; asg 

— Meanings, .with:which Men \may-'de 
themſelves, and one another, but cam fever dect 
Him. Theſe / and many more ar the Aga . 
which he muſt neceſſarily feel, whois t aboue 7 
like. a Bubble by: tlie Thpeats of Men4' andthe 
Fear a6 God! (as E have OT will infattibly: pr 

vent thoſe Vacaſineſſes: '/ 177 119 2097 of co en 

el 2 here it may be Obhedeech That Belr it EHU S's 

hb { Pain, and — im 2 preſcribed as 2 
Remedy for it. 1 £ 1 

In Anſwer to which, it might be ſaid; Thata leſs 
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Pain however is proper as a Remedy for 
| a greater. But wavi 1 — ro 
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reter to that Diviſion of the Linde of Fear _— 
in my Firſt General Head-— That which is 2 _ 
to ſome'Caſual Evil in the Courſe of Provide 


1 
confeſſedly an Uneaſineſs. But, that Which 
e this „ we are now»: 1 . 
is, if it be duly regulated, no 55 
05 Hon of x great that of Pleaſure.” geo there 
are ere, e in. HO Scrinenrn, Jn. "hich Joy 
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cl a the was es in St. Paul's Church-yard. 
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0H) Pal. i. tan 14 
inſp Auch & Lane Place hath ch 
rds, There. is Forgoveneſs| withiFhee that Thou: niqhei 
6s. feared Pfal. 130. 4. 2 We muff (wn 
r We rxill, or no) fean God one way Wietbe 
We Will not with! the Pilial, we hall: 
Serie, morſe than That of tlie Ancient © 
above mentioned; Which i indeed an Uncaſine 18 
=, makes. ir rr 1-303 6511-961 1 
Let us all therefore fear God as we ought! to db, 
end.as u. Freof of it, Obey all His holy Taue and 
ommandments, and da that Which is pleaſing in 
ght-; Without his, tis. vain to pretend to 
ar "Him, 4: becauſe: if we! ey we could not but 
y. Him. This (as: I have: ſhewi Ak large) is 
the ere WG, and Will be che Effect pf it. Let ws 
fixnin Our Minds hoſe and the like Con- 
arions:3, and. always n e E. that to fem 
God here, is the only wa l NR Hits when He 
comes in Judgment WIA) od am ie 0:0 


| 6 
$ 28 Ledien 71424 Jt 5903 bo, 1 41 | 


. 


5 a 
Ae 1 , 3 © 
" S 43K s I 4 Bit 42 # 


50 1 92 14124 2 2 l $67 1210 Tech Te: 21 ent 2 
K 15 

013 ; Page, Bid les Jr Mil read Deſire. 
. 48011 10-eDnA 0912 10 Re 3603-01 113 
PEI 7 Ee Te i r i 

4112 i”. 111 


* on 13h; Or B 8. 


hot ) 

4. 1 285 x 

Fo ry ook Lords Juſtices, 
* erch lin, May: 2971 mow 


n at ent, . as 5 e 1 ow 
at a 9 Reber cd . TA A VO K. | t with Hear Clemeats 


7 


fe 


